Course Outline
Name of Course:
ED 246 – School, Family & Community Relations  
Institution: 

Clackamas Community College, Oregon City

Type of Program:
Professional - Tech
Credits:

4
Instructor:

Patricia J McIlveen

Course Description:    This hybrid (HYB) course provides the knowledge and skills to work effectively with families and community professionals in early childhood education (Pre-K-Third Grade).  Emphasis is on building and maintaining positive relationships to foster cooperation and mutual respect between ECE professional and the families of the children with whom they are working. 
Course Objectives: 
The students will study how to use conferences, meetings, and other resources as effective methods for fostering collaboration and parent involvement, as well as how to effectively use the internet system to research resources on the subject of family/community relations.


Student Learning  Objectives:  Upon successful completion of the course, the student should be able to:

1. Explain how applying family systems theory to ECE practice can explain why members of a family behave the way they do in given situations (as included in the NAEYC guidelines for preparing early childhood & elementary professionals – NAEYC (1996) and ACEI (1997)
2. Communicate effectively, during conferences with families, when teachers and parents share their knowledge of the child in order to establish and strengthen the school-family partnership.  
3. Formulate a plan for sharing the care of Infants-Toddlers, including the important establishment of routines & rituals.

4. Assist families in mapping family resources & support – by establishing a “Family Map”, in which families’ strengths and resources are identified, including coping strategies, etc.  
5. Participate in a team approach to support & work with families of:

- Children w/disabilities in inclusive programs

- Create safe, just places, where children from diverse family backgrounds      can learn
- Diverse students to enhance children’s early literacy development

      6.        Support parents as their children’s first teachers, by educating parents about

     the expectations of local school systems and by providing family-friendly

     activities that promote and reinforce children’s learning. 

Length of Course:     44 hours
Grading:     Letter grade (A-F)

Required Texts:  Course pack of readings related to strengthening families, schools and

community partnerships will be developed. 

Major Topic Outline:

	Major Topics


	Introduction – Supporting & Involving Families in Meaningful Ways (F2F)


	Understanding Families: Applying Family Systems to ECE Practice


	Partnerships for Learning: Conference with Families


	Sharing the Care of Infants/Toddlers


	Mapping Family Resources & Support


	Mid-Term Presentations (F2F)


	Team Approaches to Supporting & Including Families:

Children w/Disabilities

Diverse Family Make Up



	Team Approaches to Supporting & Including Families:

Working w/Diverse Families to Enhance Early Literacy.


	Leave No Parent Behind:

Preparing Parents for Kindergarten

Home Connections: Supporting Parents as Teachers

Connecting Home, School & Community


	Resources for Supporting & Involving Families in Meaningful Ways (F2F)


	Final Research/Resource Paper




